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OCTOBER 2020  
Dear Elected Official,
I am writing today in support of the Tourism Industry Association of Nova Scotia’s (TIANS) efforts, urging the provincial government to implement broad sector support to help with the stabilization and rebuilding of Nova Scotia’s Tourism Industry. 
As a Tourism operator, I am extremely disappointed in the October 16th announcement by the provincial government of a $50 Million Tourism Sector Financing Assistance program; a program which excludes over 95% of tourism businesses in Nova Scotia. 
Tourism Nova Scotia is forecasting that tourism revenues will fall 65% to $900 Million this year, down from $2.6 Billion in 2019; the Industry is suffering.  Intervention is required to address immediate structural issues to ensure businesses survive beyond 2020.  
TIANS has called for a strategic province-wide Tourism recovery plan, which could include:
· An Interest Assistance program on debt for a period of six months to allow financial institutions to be patient on principal payment; Tax Assessments review
· Ensuring municipalities extend the provincial Property Tax Assistance program to impacted businesses on the same terms the province offered to the municipalities.
· A provincial travel credit program to incent tourism activity in the Winter-Spring of 2020-21 and Fall-Winter of 2021.   
· Deferrals from Nova Scotia Power during the winter months, that could be amortized over the May to October period.
· Increased investment in Tourism Nova Scotia for provincial and regional marketing - including development of proactive Winter and Spring programs, with a confidence campaign for Tourism.
· Support for a Tourism recovery taskforce that addresses infrastructure, air access, policies impeding growth and strategic plans for the future. 
Tourism matters in our community; as an Elected Official please stand up for Tourism operators and help us stabilize the sector.
Sincerely,



cc  Premier Stephen McNeil, PREMIER@novascotia.ca
	TIANS, support@tourism.ca

Join the TIANS COVID-19 FACEBOOK DISCUSSION FORUM
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